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Welcome!
A big, Gamston ‘welcome’ to Kenya, who joined Class 1H this week. She’s a delightful girl and is already settling in really well - thanks to her own lovely personality and the kindness and friendliness of our children.
Whilst Miss Marlow is teaching at another school until the end of term (as part of her Graduate Teacher Programme), we warmly welcome Mrs Shekle to our school. Mrs Shekle is also a graduate teacher and is completing her ‘teaching practice in a different school’ which is an important part of the Graduate Teacher Programme. Mrs Shekle is working with Mrs Appleyard and Mr Fitzpatrick, in Class 3, for the next four weeks. 
         [image: image1.wmf]School Travel Plan
All schools are being asked to produce a document entitled a School Travel Plan, which sets out how pupils and adults travel to school, possibilities of car-sharing, road safety issues etc. As most of you will be aware, we have been in the process of writing our Travel Plan for the past few months (with the help and advice of the Bassetlaw Road Safety team).
The Gamston School Travel Plan is now available on our website in the ‘Policies and Documents’ section.  A ‘hard’ copy is available at school should you wish to have a copy.

Many thanks to Eleanor Jones (Bassetlaw Rod Safety Officer), Cathy Brown (Chair of Governors),  Darren Shaw (parent), Linda Law (parent, governor, staff member), Parish Councillor Suzanne Hall (advice and suggestions) and Stephanie Smith (Pupil Councillor) for their contributions and for taking part in one or more of the several meetings we have held over the past six months.
As a result of our work on the Travel Plan we are hoping that the speed limit through the village might eventually be further reduced and that new, more effective ‘speed signs’ might be installed at ‘both ends’ of the village.  We are also looking into the possibility of having a ‘school bus’ once again. (We used to have a mini-bus service, a number of years ago, which transported a small number of children to and from school each day. The service was withdrawn in 2004).

SATs Week 2010 [image: image2.png]



A reminder that Y6 will be undergoing their English and Maths SATs during the week beginning 10 May.  These controversial, annual national tests may well be running out of their shelf-life (fingers crossed) and their credibility has long been under question by many parents, governors and educational professionals.  Indeed, this year, the tests may even be boycotted.  However, we have to assume that they will be going ahead so please ensure that all Y6 students attend school during SATs week.

Tuxford Transition Week
Those of our Y6 students who will be going to Tuxford in September are having their Transition Week in the week beginning 5 July 2010. More detailed information will be coming out to Y6 parents and carers nearer the time.
Y6 Residential Week [image: image3.png]



I have booked the annual residential visit for Y6 pupils on the following dates:
Monday, 24 May Day 1 (leave school at 9.30 am)

Tuesday, 25 May Day 2

Wednesday, 26 May Day 3 (and return home)

We will be having an activity-led residential, (as last year) at the YHA Edale Activity Centre in the Peak District.

More information will be coming out to you shortly.
Assessing Pupil Progress INSET Day: Please note
Our school, as you will recall, was, last year, a ‘Pathfinder School’ for a new type of pupil assessment – APP (Assessing Pupil Progress).  We are still working with other ‘Pathfinders’ as well as schools new to the strategy and to that end, we are to hold an extra APP INSET day on Friday, 16 April, during which we will work with our cluster of schools on how to develop this new assessment strategy.  
Playground Equipment [image: image4.wmf]
The Pupil Council have purchased some new items of playground equipment for all the children to enjoy. Thanks, on behalf of all the children, to the Pupil Council members for looking through the catalogues and ordering these fun items.  Many thanks too, to our PFA who kindly donated the money to pay for the new equipment. 
Valentine’s Day  
We had a lovely last day of half-term when we celebrated Valentine’s Day with a tasty lunch, prizes for the competition (and my birthday!).  Nearly everyone wore something red on the day too which helped us to raise more funds for the Haiti earthquake appeal. The total raised by the children, staff and your good selves amounted to over £100 which has been passed on to the appeal.

On the same day Class 2 children represented the school brilliantly at the Tuxford Dance Festival and Year 5 and Y6 students learned and performed Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ for Classes 1 and 1H.  Quite a busy day!
Some Diary Dates for the rest of term:[image: image5.wmf]
Tuesday, 2 March: Road Safety Quiz in School (for Key stage 2 pupils)

Tuesday, 2 March: Gymnastic Session at Tuxford for Y1 children

Wednesday, 3 March: Maths Challenge day (four pupils involved)

Friday, 12 March: PFA Fashion Show

Monday, 15 March: Multicultural Week for whole school (more info to follow)
Monday, 22 March: Science Morning with Mr Roberts (Class 3)

Thursday, 25 March: End-of-Term Awards Ceremony at 2.30 pm*
Easter Sunday: Service at St Peter’s for whole school*
More information will come out to you regarding these events.

*Our end of term service will be held in church this year, as last year. The end of term awards will be presented separately in a separate event in the school hall.
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