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Harvest Festival ‘Thank You’  [image: image1.wmf]
May we say a huge ‘Thank you’ to all those of you who were able to send in the wonderful produce for our Harvest Festival celebration.  The produce looked bountiful when displayed in St Peter’s Church, Gamston for the Harvest Festival service on Sunday, 4 October.  Thanks also to everyone who managed to come along to the lovely, family-oriented service.
Swine Flu: Update [image: image2.wmf]
The government and their medical advisers are expecting an Autumn ‘second wave’ of the Swine flu virus and Head Teacher’s were invited, by the Director of Children and Young People’s Services (CYPS), to a meeting last week in order to inform them of developments and offer advice. The following advice was given to schools:
· schools are now required to report, on a weekly basis, any cases of swine flu which are diagnosed for children or staff (therefore if your child is off school and diagnosed with swine flu, please let us know as soon as possible)
· unlike when the virus first arrived in the UK, schools are now being advised not to close if/when a pupil or member of staff has been diagnosed as having swine flu
· the decision on whether or not to close the school (if there were to be a ‘large’ number of cases of swine flu at a particular school) is to be made by the Head Teacher and governors of each school on an individual basis
· if/when a pupil or member of staff does contract the virus (and is officially diagnosed as having the illness) schools are required to send out a letter to all parents and carers informing them about it (without mentioning names of course) 

· because good hygiene is seen as an effective way of stopping the spread of the virus, schools are being asked to highlight the message, ‘Catch it! Bin it! Kill it!’ (please also see the attached poster which may be useful to you)

We hope this information is of some use to you.
Tuxford Family Federation

Thank you once again to those of you who were able to respond to the Tuxford Family Federation (TFF) letter which Chair of Governors, Mrs Cathy Brown, sent out to you during Summer Term.  All responses were in favour of our school joining the TFF and our governing body will be making the final decision later this month.
PFA Fund Raising Event: Friday, 13 November
Our PFA, with your terrific support and generosity, have raised lots of funding over the years in order to purchase extra resources for all the children (including games and equipment for all the children to use at break times, sports equipment, books, software, Foundation Stage apparatus and play equipment and of course, more recently the extremely popular Trim Trail. 
The PFA committee members organise a regular and highly successful calendar of events which we all enjoy throughout the year.  We now proudly announce early notice of a special, one-off fund-raising event which is to take place on Friday, 13 November in our school-community hall. We are holding a dance and fun evening featuring the world-famous (?) rock band, Heads Will Rock, performing live. 
The dance/party is a rare opportunity for ‘us grown ups’ to socialise, have fun and dance the evening away – all for a great cause.  Tickets will be on sale shortly at £5 each.  Please book the baby-sitters now and come and have a great evening among friends.  
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School Website

The overhauled school website (www.gamstonschool.com) is still out-of-date in one or two sections but I am gradually replacing the old material and information with up-to-the minute facts and resources.  I appreciate the help of colleagues at Tuxford School for uploading some of the new materials on our site recently but I prefer to have control of the website myself and, shortly, following a morning’s training I will be taking over refreshing the site at regular intervals myself, so please look in on the site and see what is on there. Many thanks for your patience.
Proposed New Classroom [image: image4.wmf]
Even before the new school was built, we wanted to have a Foundation Stage classroom for our youngest children. This was not possible at the time of building the school in 2005.  However, this year, we have made a bid for a grant to build a new classroom so that in the near future, we are able to have a separate Foundation Stage classroom.
If the bid is successful (we will know by January 2010) we may well have a new classroom open for September 2010 which will be fantastic.  In the meantime, the popularity of our school has meant an increase in numbers over the past four years during which time we have been ‘oversubscribed’.

After Christmas, in order to prepare for the new classroom and to accommodate the new pupils who will be joining us in January, our Y2 children will be working in their own ‘classroom’. Our proposals are that Y1 and Reception children will remain in Classroom 1 with Miss Hayton teaching with Mrs Morris in support.  Mrs Heywood (with Mrs Owen in support) will be teaching Y2.  [We will need to appoint one more teacher too]. We will be shortly converting the library into a temporary classroom for Y2. (We have discussed in great detail the idea of a temporary, portable classroom but the proposed positioning of the portable and the outrageous costs made it clear that it would not be the best short-term solution anyway).  The library is in the main body of the school, is large enough, has all the necessary resources available and will make an ideal temporary teaching area for our Y2 children.  

Provisional plans for the new classroom are available at the school should you wish to see them.

So, fingers crossed, we will be successful in our bid for funding the new classroom.
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